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Book Review 
By 
John H. Greve, D.V.M., Ph.D.* 
PARASITIC DISEASES OF WILD MAMMALS 
Edited by John W. Davis. D.V.M., Ph.D. 
and Roy C. Anderson, Ph.D. 
The Iowa State University Press, 1971; $15.00 
This volume of 364 pages is the second in a series of three new books pub-
lished by the I.S.U. Press on the subject of diseases of wildlife. This book has 
156 figures and several tables to enhance the text. 
The two editors are joined by 17 other authorities to bring together infor-
mation on diseases in wild mammals caused by parasites. As the editors state, 
often parasites in wild mammals have been considered merely as interesting 
organisms "so perfectly adapted to their hosts that under natural conditions 
they would not cause disease." However, several parasitisms are known to be 
important causes of morbidity and mortality of wildlife. 
The book is not a complete reference of parasites of wild mammals, but 
instead a collection of essays on the more important ones. The 17 chapters 
include such topics as lungworms, elaeophorosis, toxoplasmosis, tapeworms, 
trypanosomiasis, trichinosis, and ectoparasites. The discussion of each disease 
is arranged to include information on hosts 'affected, geographic distribution, 
transmission, life cycle and biology, clinical signs, pathology, pathogenesis, 
dIagnosis, treatment and control. Emphasis is placed on the disease rather 
than on the parasite itself. Each chapter has a generous list of references 
appended to it. This book is written 'as a reference for veterinarians, wildlife 
disease workers, teachers, and medical workers. 
The writing of this book demonstrates our society's current interest in the 
welfare of our wildlife, which is a facet of our concern and search for the im-
proved quality of life. 
The publication is highly recommended. 
"'Dr. Greve is a Prole.,1ar of Veterinary Parasitology. Department of Veterinary Pathology. Iowa 
·State Un1ver&ity. 
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